IN THE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA
CIVIL ORIGINAL JURISDICTION

I.A NO. ______OF 2019

IN
CONTEMPT PETITION (C) NO. ___________OF 2018
IN
WRIT PETITION (CIVIL) NO.245 of 2014
IN THE MATTER OF:
common cause a registered society


…applicant






Versus

mr. ajay mittal




…alleged contemnor
AN APPLICATION FOR PERMISSION TO PLACE ADDITIONAL DOCUMENT OBTAINED UNDER THE RTI ACT ON RECORD
To,

The Hon’ble Chief Justice of India

And his companion judges of this Hon’ble Court
1. That the Applicant is filing the present Application to place on record the information obtained under the RTI Act which further substantiates the Applicant’s assertion in the contempt petition that the government is not at all serious to appoint the Chairperson and members of the Lokpal despite the fact that the Lokpal and Lokayutas Act, 2013 was notified way back in January 2014 and this Hon’ble Court also vide its order dated 27.04.2017 had specifically observed that the Lokpal and Lokayutas Act, 2013 as it stands today was a perfectly workable legislation and there was no justification on the part of the Government to keep the enforcement of the said Act under suspension till the amendments, as proposed, are carried out. 

2. Information obtained under the RTI Act shows that since the time the present government has come to power, the first meeting of the Selection Committee had taken place only in March, 2018 i.e. more than 45 months after the present government was formed.  It further shows that till the date of the reply to the RTI application i.e. December 13, 2018, no meeting of the Search Committee had taken place.

3. Apart from the fact that no substantial progress has taken place till date towards the appointment of Lokpal, the government seems to be totally averse to ensuring transparency in the appointment process. The minutes of the meetings of the Selection Committee which were sought under the RTI Act, were denied. The sole ground for denying the minutes as stated in the RTI reply is that the same have been shared as secret documents as the authorship of such documents vest in high level dignitaries. The denial is patently illegal as none of the exemptions allowed under the RTI Act have been cited to deny the information. It is imperative to note that the Lokpal and Lokayutas Act, 2013 specifically mandates transparency in the functioning of the Selection Committee. Section 4(4) of the Act states, “The Selection Committee shall regulate its own procedure in a transparent manner for selecting the Chairperson and the Members of the Lokpal.”  Copy of the application under the RTI Act and the reply dated 13.12.2018 is being placed as Annexure A (from page nos.____to_____).
4. It is respectfully submitted that for an institution like the Lokpal to enjoy credibility and public trust, it is of paramount importance that the appointments are made in a transparent and fair manner, as also enshrined in the Lokapl Act. The long delay and the opacity in the process of appointment being followed by the government will undermine public trust even before the Lokpal is set up.    
PRAYERS
In view of the aforementioned facts and circumstances, this Hon’ble Court may be pleased to:

(a) Allow the Applicant to place the information obtained under the RTI on record as Annexure A; and 
(b) Pass any other order as this Hon’ble Court may deem fit and proper.
Applicant

Through

Prashant Bhushan

(Counsel for the Applicant)

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA

I.A. NO. ______OF 2019

IN 

CONTEMPT PETITION (C) NO. ___________OF 2018
IN
WRIT PETITION (CIVIL) NO.245 of 2014
IN THE MATTER OF:
common cause a registered society


…applicant






Versus

mr. ajay mittal




…alleged contemnor
AFFIDAVIT

I, Vipul Mudgal, Age-_____, S/O Shri _________________, having office at 5, Institutional Area, Nelson Mandela Road, Vasant Kunj, New Delhi-110070 do hereby solemnly state and affirm as under:
1.
That I am the Director of the Petitioner society in the abovementioned Writ Petition and being familiar with the facts and circumstances of the case, I am competent and authorised to swear this Affidavit

2.
That I have read the contents of the accompanying application and I state that the same are believed to be true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

3.
That the Annexure to this Application is true copy of its original.











DEPONENT

VERIFICATION:
I the above named deponent do hereby verify that the contents of the aforesaid affidavit from para 1 to 3 are true and 
correct to the best of my knowledge and belief, no part of it is false nothing material has been concealed there from.


Verified at New Delhi on this ……..day of January 2019










DEPONENT
